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4th December 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Due to a rise in positive COVID-19 cases amongst pupils and staff over the course of the last week, I have made 
the difficult decision to request that the following year groups work from home: 

- Year 7 
- Year 8 
- Year 9 
- Year 10 
- Year 12 

Years 11 and 13 will remain in school.  

My valiant team of staff have worked tirelessly over the course of the last week to keep the school open, but, as it 
stands, the safety of all pupils, staff and their families must come first. On Thursday we had 10 positive Covid-19 
cases, therefore I had no choice but to close the affected year groups. 

Over the course of today we will be informing close contacts of any new positive cases to formally self - isolate for 
14 days. If your child, or anyone else in your household has any of the following symptoms: 

- Persistent cough 
- Fever 
- Loss of taste  and smell 

Stay at home, book a test and report this and the result to the school office immediately so we can trace contacts 
as quickly as possible.  

I will keep the closure of the year groups under a weekly review, but only reopen when I am confident that both the 
current spike in cases has fallen, and the pupils and staff who are formally isolating have completed their allotted 
14 days. This decision will be made in consultation with the DfE and Public Health England.  

While pupils are working from home, staff will be following their normal teaching timetable by providing online 
Zoom sessions. Pupils will need to log into Teams and access their subject classes for the Zoom links and weekly 
online assignments. Pastoral staff will be also arranging assemblies and regular check-ins with pupils using Teams 
and Zoom. Parents will be contacted if pupils are not attending sessions. Please contact Mr Martin 
(matthew.martin@eastlondonscienceschool.co.uk), if there are any problems accessing our online content. 

I am still planning for the end of term tests to go ahead online starting on Friday 11th December. Revision guides 
will be sent out along with the test schedule at the beginning of next week.  

Please check the website, Twitter and Facebook for regular updates.  

Yours sincerely 

 
David Perks, Principal 
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